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Talking Points

Americans watch 250 billion hours of TV annually. Americans love affair with TV is insatiable as we crave to hear insider stories and gossip about what makes the TV industry tick. TV industry veterans Mark and Jeanne Simon will reveal what all hit shows have in common whether they’re reality, sitcom, game show, or drama.

Everyone thinks they are an expert on Hollywood because we all watch so much TV, over 6 hours PER DAY.

Thousands of hopefuls go to Hollywood every year with stars in their eyes. Most think they have an idea for the next film or TV blockbuster.

The television industry makes billions of dollars every year. There are hundreds of networks now, versus only 3 just over 25 years ago. There are more opportunities now than ever before to get your show on the air. 

Film industry giants, like Jerry Bruckheimer , (producer of Top Gun and Pirates of the Caribbean) have moved into TV (producer of CSI).

Jerry Seinfeld made $225 million when his show was sold into syndication.

Oprah made $260 million in 2006.

David Letterman made $40 million.

Jeff Foxworthy makes $150,000 per episode to host Are Your Smarter Than a 5th Grader. That’s over $3 million dollars for just a few weeks of work.

Mark Burnett has had at least 12 network series in 9 years, 4 of them were hits: Survivor, Apprentice, Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader and Shark Tank.
Mark and Jeanne will give your audience a behind-the-scenes glimpse into how shows were created and sold and why some shows work and others don’t.

Credentials and Intros: 
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Mark Simon Bio

Story Artist/Director/producer Mark Simon has worked on over 2,700 productions in the last 23 years as a director, producer, story artist, animator and designer. His clients include Disney, Universal, Viacom, Sony, HBO, Nickelodeon, Steven Speilberg, Fox, USA Networks, ABC, AT&T, and many others. He has won over 60 international awards for his animations including Grand Prize in Nickelodeon’s first Nicktoons Film Festival. He co-founded Sell Your TV Concept Now, Inc., owns Animatics & Storyboards, Inc, A&S Animation, Inc. and has written 10 industry books including Producing Independent 2D Character Animation, Storyboards: Motion In Art, and Your Resume Sucks!. His articles run in Animation Magazine and on AWN.com. Mark’s books are shown online at www.MarkSimonBooks.com. 

Jeanne Simon Bio

Jeanne Pappas Simon has been a producer, writer, and content creator in the entertainment industry for 24 years. She has produced over 400 episodes of TV such as Nickelodeon’s Clarissa Explains It All, Roundhouse, International Blue’s Clues, Gullah Gullah Island, Allegra’s Window, Cartoon Network’s Carrot Top’s A.M. Mayhem, and TNN’s Roller Jam. 

In addition to her work in production, she has had notable success as a creator of content. The Gen X network she co-developed for Turner Broadcasting was green lit by Ted Turner and Scott Sassa. She also co-wrote and co-developed Timmy’s Lessons in Nature which was the Grand Prize winner in Nicktoons inaugural animation festival. Her uncle, Ben Thau, was an executive at MGM in the Ben-Hur days.

Jeanne is co-founder of SellYourTvConceptNow.com. A company which helps TV show creators develop, package, and pitch their projects.

www.SellYourTVConceptNow.com 

SellYourTvConceptNow.com helps people to sell their TV ideas with consulting, contacts, samples, templates, training and more.

www.PitchTvLikeaPro.com
Free online TV pitch training/teleseminars.

Sample Questions

Americans watch 250 billion hours of TV annually. Americans love affair with TV is insatiable as we crave to hear insider stories and gossip about what makes the TV industry tick. TV industry veterans Mark and Jeanne Simon will reveal what all hit shows have in common whether they’re reality, sitcom, game show, or drama. 

Reality TV Stories

A lot of us are skeptical about reality shows. Are they real at all? Jeanne and Mark Simon will reveal the hidden secrets to America’s favorite type of TV show.
Mark Burnett describes why it’s not really reality
What does Mark Burnett call Reality TV and why doesn’t he think it’s real?

The Hills and Laguna Beach –Faked
Kristin Cavallari doesn’t even pretend the Hills and Laguna Beach are real.
More Hills Fakeness
The Hills producers wanted AJ Lamas to be on the show as Brody Jenner’s best friend.

Apology Phone Call on Hills Faked
Lauren Conrad admitted a key phone call scene in the Hills was faked while interviewed on an episode of The View.


Jon & Kate Plus 8
Guest stars are publicity stunts, not friends stopping by

American Idol – Taylor Hicks
What was Taylor Hicks asked to do at the end of the Bottom 7 episode?

Bill O’Reilly
Does Bill O’Reilly believe everything he says?

Roller Jam – Jeanne Simon Producer
Were any of the roller jammers real?

America’s Top Model
What do producers do to contestants to make them bitchy?

Colbert Report – Seen on 60 Minutes
Colbert Report is fake news. What do they do that many reality shows do?

Man Vs Wild – Bear Grylls
 Host is supposed to survive with only the barest essentials. We know now  that he slept in a hotel on at least 2 occasions when the series led us to believe he was spending the night in the wild.
How else has Bear tricked his viewers?
What has the network done since all of this was discovered?

Joe Millionaire
What does Joe Millionaire Star Evan Marriott say about his show?

Was he really looking for a girlfriend on the 

Were all the decisions really his?

What about that publicized make-out session/oral sex episode?

What does the president of Fox Entertainment say about the editing of the show?

Was anyone on the show an actress doing a gig?

Hell’s Kitchen 
The winners were promised executive chef positions. Did they get them?

Last Comic Standing
Is all of the behind-the-scenes footage real?

The F Word – England
Did Gordon Ramsay really spear that fish?
Queer Eye Scripted
Are any reality shows actually scripted?




Simple Life Scripted
What do it’s own producers call it?

Did a producer really yell “Cut” while shooting a ‘reality’ show? What did a condom have to do with it?

How Real is Simple Life?
Did Paris and Nicole really break the law while milking cows in Arkansas?
 

Top Model – Tyra Banks
Is Tyra Banks acting?




Reality Show Cancelled for being Too Real
What did a contestant admit on the air that was so bad, that a hit game show was cancelled?

Lou Pearlman – Casting for sex – Making the Band
The ex-manager of ‘NSync and the Backstreet Boys, now in jail for fraud, also produced and starred in Making The Band.  What tactics did he use while casting some singers?

Another Reality Revelation – Too Real
A 14 year old girl reveals she was raped on an Australian show and the host’s reaction gets him fired from Australian Idol.

Frankenbites
Many reality series edit audio and video out of sequence to help tell a story, or manufacture one. This is called Frankenbites. Below are examples of Frankenbiting.
The Dating Experiment
How did they make it look like one contestant liked another, when it wasn’t true?
Blind Date
How did the producers make it look like a man was bored on his date?
Amazing Race
Was contestant Jonathan Baker really kicked out of a cab for yelling at the driver?

Rock of Love with Brett Michaels
What did finalist Heather really say when Brett asked her and Jess if they would share him? On the show, it looked like she said “Yes.”

Discovery Dog Show
What did the producers have to do to change the feeling of the show?

TV Pitching & Production Questions and Stories

Mark and Jeanne will give your audience a behind-the-scenes glimpse into how shows were created and sold and why some shows work and others don’t. They will explain…

· What Do the Creators of CSI, Survivor, and South Park have in Common? 

· Great characters and story

· People will watch anything with a solid story. Reality has story, you just have to find it.

· That’s why writers work on reality shows

· Why Deal or No Deal is not about the money.
· It’s about people and their stories
· How Mark Burnett, the producer of Survivor, The Apprentice, On the Lot, and Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader, uses an ancient technique in his shows that audiences find irresistible. 
· The ancient technique is story. 
· How Mark Simon landed his Dream Job working on a Steven Spielberg series.

· The NBC hit series seaQuest DSV starring Roy Scheider – 5-7 minute answer

· Fun story of how Mark landed is dream Hollywood job in just 15 minutes of searching

· How Mark landed 35 pitch meetings in one day.

· Pitching at TV conferences

· Right and wrong ways to work a conference

· How Mark & Jeanne were offered their first series contract by winning a film festival

· Animated series Timmy’s Lessons in Nature won NY Film Festival. We were written up in Kidscreen Magazine. Executive from Fox Family saw article, flew to Orlando and offered us a deal. 2-5 minute answer

· There are mistakes to avoid when entering festivals

· Don’t make films too long

· Include contact info in credits

· Have a great ending

· We work with our clients to make sure their films have a better chance at winning

· Consulted on story for 1 client who has now won over 45 film festivals

· We have won over 60 international awards for our short films

· Jeanne Simon’s uncle was Ben Thau, one of the "college of cardinals" executives that worked in the background for Louis B. Mayer during MGM's glory years. Ben Thau was vice president of talent at the studio from the mid-1930's until the early 1960's.

· He signed Elizabeth Tayler to MGM

· Liz’s mother brought her to Ben’s office. He signed her and groomed her.

· He pushed MGM to do Ben-Hur

· Studio didn’t want to do it. 

· It eventually won 11 Oscars and 17 other major awards
· Why reality TV is not always real.

· Characters are created
· Jeanne has a story about characters she created for TNN’s Roller Jam

· People are cast to create conflict

· Some pseudo-sports shows are totally scripted

· Footage can be edited to change meaning of the events

· Story about an Animal Planet show that was re-cut from being informative to being confrontational with the same footage. It’s called Franken-editing.
· Why CSI is an international hit show not because people are fascinated by crime.

· Story

· How South Park became a huge hit even though the first glimpse of the show didn’t even have the creators’ name on it. 

· It started as a video Christmas gift from a Fox executive that he commissioned and mailed to his friends

· Dubs sent around Hollywood made it an underground sensation

· We even got a copy here in Orlando

· No credits were on the short

· Studios tried to find creators and finally Comedy Central landed the deal, promising they could keep their caustic humor

· The best way to protect your idea is to pitch it…a lot

· People are afraid their ideas will be stolen. To quote the WGA “get over it”.

· The more people who know the idea is yours, the safer you are

· Nothing is original

· We’ve shown Timmy’s Lessons In Nature all over the world with our names on it. Who could steal it? Networks search us out

· After we won Grand Prize in Nicktoons Film Festival, every major children’s network called us to pitch

· How an $8 per hour tram driver in Las Vegas created the international mega-hit CSI.

· The secret formula the executive producer of American Idol and So, You Think You Can Dance uses to make millions of people tune in season after season. 

· Characters. They make you care about the people on the show

· Roll-ins introducing you to their history

· Roll-ins showing their interactions together

· Showcase real talent along with a great mix of personalities – good casting

· Attention Producers! For radio call-in shows or TV shows with an audience, Mark and Jeanne could take TV show pitches from the audience and critique them.

· Audiences need to be warned that Mark & Jeanne may have heard or have had a similar pitch, may be working on one, or may work with someone else in the future with a similar or nearly identical concept. Nothing is completely original.

· Mark and Jeanne do not buy concepts. They are listening to your pitches to help you refine your concept and your pitch.

· Pitch your concept in less than 1 minute. Tell us what your show is and make us want to see it on TV.

· Mark & Jeanne critique and offer suggestions

· Some guests will get lots of time, others not so much. All will get direct, honest reviews. Not everyone will be happy with what they hear. (One client called Mark the ‘Simon Cowell’ of pitching)


· What are the 7 biggest show pitching mistakes?

· Mistake 1, Talking around show, but not stating what it is

· Mistake 2, Memorized Pitch

· Mistake 3, Pitch stuffed animals, lunch boxes and action figures

· Mistake 4, Inflexibility

· Mistake 5, Over-used phrases

· Mistake 6, Being critical

· Mistake 7, Pitch a show already on TV

· FREE offers for your listeners/readers/viewers

· Free report on the 7 Biggest TV Show Pitching Mistakes online at www.SellYourTvConceptNow.com
· Free 2 year subscription to our TV Pitch Tips Audio Postcards valued at $230 to a winner
Sample Questions about Creating and Pitching TV:


What Do the Creators of CSI, Survivor, and South Park have in Common? 

How come Deal or No Deal is not about the money?
Why do we love shows like Survivor, The Apprentice, On the Lot, and Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader?

Mark, how did you land your Dream Job working on a Spielberg series?
o 
5-7 minute answer


I’ve read through your program. Is it really possible to get over 20 TV pitch meetings in one day?


How did you get a contract for your first TV series?
o 
2-5 minute answer


What are the top 3 mistakes to avoid when entering festivals?
o 
Consulted on story for 1 client who has now won over 45 film festivals

o 
We have won over 60 international awards for our short films


Jeanne, according to your bio, you have Hollywood in your blood.
o 
Jeanne’s uncle, Ben Thau, was one of the "college of cardinals" executives that worked in the background for Louis B. Mayer during MGM's glory years. 


A lot of us are skeptical about reality shows. Are they real at all?

o 
What does the term Frankenbites mean?

CSI is an international hit and you say it not just because we like crime stories. Why else do we watch it?
How did South Park became a huge hit even though the first glimpse of the show didn’t even have the creators’ name on it? 

We’ve all heard about ideas being stolen. Are network execs really out to steal your ideas?

You claim everyday Joe’s can get a show on TV. Can you give us just one example?
o 
(Hint: CSI)

Can you give us 2 examples of what people need to do to pitch and sell their own reality, sitcom, or kids’ TV show ideas? 
What’s the secret formula the executive producer of American Idol and So, You Think You Can Dance uses to make millions of people tune in season after season?
Attention Producers! For radio call-in shows or TV shows with an audience, Mark and Jeanne could take TV show pitches from the audience and critique them.
o 
Audiences need to be warned that Mark & Jeanne may have heard or have had a similar pitch, may be working on one, or may work with someone else in the future with a similar or nearly identical concept. Nothing is completely original.

o 
Mark and Jeanne do not buy concepts. They are listening to your pitches to help you refine your concept and your pitch.

o 
Pitch your concept in less than 1 minute. Tell us what your show is and make us want to see it on TV.

o 
Mark & Jeanne critique and offer suggestions

o 
Some guests will get lots of time, others not so much. All will get direct, honest reviews. Not everyone will be happy with what they hear. (One client called Mark the ‘Simon Cowell’ of pitching)


FREE offer for your listeners/readers/viewers
o 
Free report on the 7 Biggest TV Show Pitching Mistakes online at www.SellYourTvConceptNow.com

Other Offers
o 
We can offer a free half-hour consult or free audio podcast of South Park creator’s interview to lucky listener/viewer/reader

Availability: Nationwide via telephone and by appointment. 

Contact: Jeanne Simon, 407-351-0893, JeanneSimonWrites@yahoo.com or visit www.SellYourTvConceptNow.com/media-kit.html to view our media kit. 
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